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The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and its Contribution

to the Archaeology of Religion

During much of the first millennium AD, at the
time when a recognisable East Asian civilisation
was first appearing, ritual offerings of objects from
Japan, Korea, China and the Silk Roads were made
on the tiny island of Okinoshima in the Genkai Sea,
between Korea and the southern Japanese island
of Kyushu. This paper draws on work undertaken
for the nomination of Okinoshima as UNESCO
World Heritage to explore broader themes in the
archaeology of the arrival of Buddhism and its
impact on local beliefs. It will examine how the
World Heritage nomination process is setting studies
of the archaeology of early Buddhism and Shinto
in a comparative global perspective, including from
the Silk Roads, and how such studies relate to the

emerging field of the archaeology of religion.
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